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The impact of filial piety on medical students' national identity: the mediating role of family

functioning
MEI Qian’, CHEN Xinying”, XU Haidong”" ?

(1.School of Marxism, Guangxi Medical University, Nanning 530021, China; 2.School of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Guangxi Medical University, Nanning 530021, China)
Abstract: Objective:Filial piety is the core concept of traditional Chinese ethics,
and the family-nation sentiment derived from it has become a cultural root that
strengthens the cohesion of the Chinese nation. Methods: To empirically investigate
the influence of filial piety on medical students’ national identity, and the
mediating role of family function between filial piety and national identity. A
convenience sampling method was employed to survey 501 students from three medical
universities in Guangxi. Results:The study utilized the Filial Piety Questionnaire,
the Family Adaptability and Cohesion Evaluation Scale (FACES), and the Chinese
National Identity Questionnaire were used to assess the relationships among filial

piety, family functioning, and national identity, while structural equation
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modeling was employed to examine the interrelationships among these variables. The
results revealed significant positive correlations among filial piety, family
functioning, and national identity. Specifically, filial piety positively predicted
both family functioning and national identity, while family functioning positively
predicted national identity. Additionally, family functioning played a partial
mediating role between filial piety and national identity, with an effect value of
0. 125, accounting for 58. 14% of the total effect. Conclusion:Based on these findings,
it is recommended to integrate filial piety into medical ethics education, focus
on enhancing family functioning among medical students, and expand social practice
platforms to strengthen their national identity.

Keywords: filial piety; medical students; national identity; family functioning
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