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The Unified National Market Empowering the Digital Economy to

Foster the Common Prosperity
Policy Insights Based on Regulatory Effects and Coordinated Regional Development

CHEN Huifang
(School of Marxism, Guangxi Medical University, Nanning 530021, China)

Abstract: The digital economy drives industrial upgrading and optimizes resource allocation through
technological innovation, thereby fostering economic growth and coordinated urban—rural development. However,
regional disparities may lead to “digital divides” and exacerbate wealth inequality, necessitating balanced
development to advance the common prosperity. Based on panel data from 269 prefecture-level and above cities in
China from 2014 to 2023, this study constructs a composite index to measure the level of common prosperity from
the perspective of its connotation. Furthermore, an empirical model is employed to analyze the impact and
heterogeneity of the digital economy on the common prosperity, with the unified national market incorporated as a
regulatory threshold variable. The results indicate that the digital economy positively promotes the common
prosperity, though heterogeneity exists across regions and among the five subsystems, and the unified national
market plays a role of regulator and threshold, positively moderating the impact of the digital economy on the
common prosperity. In view of these findings, it is essential to comprehensively advance digital reforms, accelerate
the construction of a unified national market, and promote coordinated regional development to achieve the
common prosperity for all.

Key words: digital economy; a unified national market; common prosperity; coordinated regional

development
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